power to regulate trade among the states. So=
delegates, led by Alexander Hamilton, called -
a convention in Philadelphia the following M:
Twelve states sent delegates to the Conventis
Only Rhode Island declined.

Constitutional Convention The conven:.
opened on May 25, 1787. The first order of b=
ness was to nominate a president for the c=
vention. Every delegate voted for the hero of -
Revolution, George Washington. Washingtoz
= e quiet and dignified leadership set the tone for -
History Makers ~~~ 'gese—w

e e The delegates did not want to be pressurs
by the politics of the day. For this reason, t-
;. decided their discussions would remain secc:
James Madison was a soft-spoken, scholarly man. in i Much of what we know today about the deba:
the months before the convention, Madison studied ¢ and drama of the Constitutional Conventior
the history of other confederacies that had failed. thanks to Virginia delegate James Madison. In ad<:-
He saw that without a strong central government, tion to contributing many ideas that shaped =2

states tended to concentrate too much on their Constitution, Madison took detailed notes on t=:
individual interests and not enough on the common proceedings.

good. He came to helieve that simply revising the :
Articles of Confederation would not be enough. Out Wheo -Wa-as There? T%}e 35 delegat.es 0 tp“
of this research emerged the Virginia Plan, which Cons?ltutmnal Convention, as the Philadelphi: :
provided the basic structure of the new government. ! Taeeting became known, were a VeRy IHipressive
' . group. Many had been members of their staw:
¢ legislatures and had helped write their state coz-
. stitutions. Along with other leaders of the time.
these delegates are called the Founders, or Founc-
ing Fathers, of the United States. Many of the dei-
~ egates who helped draft the proposals presente:
= e . atthe Convention were already well known. Roger
As you read through the chapter, look for other Sherman, a Connecticut delegate, was a signer o
examples of Madison’s leadership. Compare his The Declaration of Independence and the Articles
leadership qualities o those of American statesmen of Confederation. Pennsylvania’s Gouverneus:
described in previous chapters. Morris had also signed the Artides of Confedera-

e | tion. Morris and Washington were friends.

James Madison 1751-1836

Madison may have made the greatest contribution
of any of the Founders at the Constitutional
Convention. His contributions were so important
that he earned the title “Father of the Constitution.”

For more on James Madison, goto Another prominent Pennsylvania delegate, Scots-
the Research & Writing Center C b z : 1y
RA : bomn James Wilson, was known for his brilliant
BIOGRAPHY @ ClazsZone.com “ J

i 2 i e e ek 16541 THIDA. Wilson worked with James Madison in
pushing for a system of popular sovereignty, which
Is a government system in which the people rule. He backed the election of

a national legislatitre by the people to be “not only the cornerstone, but the
foundation of the fabric.”

Who Was Missing? A number of key people were unable to attend. Thomas
Jefferson and John Adams were overseas at their diplomatic posts. But
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(T 20me 1o encourage the delegates. Others had g less positive
<. For example, Patrick Henry, who had been elected as a delegate
* vi1ginia, refused to go. He said he “smelled a rat . . tending toward

ranchy®

s2. the convention did not reflect the diverse LS. population of the

5%, There were no Native Americans,

African Americans, or wornen
=g the delegates.

These groups of people were not recognized as citizens

#2re not invited to attend. However, the framework of government the

-

cers established at the Constitutional Convention is

the very one that
2 eventually provide full rights and responsibilities t

o all Americans.
- SUMMARIZE Fxplain why the United States needed a constitutional convention,

Some Chalienges of the Convention

% XEY QUESTION What were some of the m

ajor challenges facing the
ZZnvention?

i DY

many Americans realized that people and states ofien came into

-7t and needed a government that could keep order. ‘They wanted a

ople’s rights but not so

T

mment that was strong enough to protect pe
-7z that it would oppress them.

*2greements over Representation As the Convention began, the

P A

zates disagreed about what form the new government would take.
rlans emerged. James Madison and the other Virginia delegates
zrawn up their plan while they waited for the convention 1o open.
:nd Randolph presented the plan. The Virginia Plan proposed a gov-

.ent with three branches. The executive branch would enforce the
he laws. The third branch, the

= The judicial branch would interpret t
ative branch, would create the laws.

7z Virginia Plan wanted the legislature to have two sections: an Upper
<22 and a Lower House. In both heuses, the number of representatives

“zgislative branch

VIRGINIA PLAN

Two {branches) houses: representation
determined by state population or wealth regardless of size
Lower House: elected by the peuple
Upper House: elected by lower house

Exacutive branch Appointed by Legisiature

Appointed by

Legislature .

NEW JERSEY
One house: one vote
Elected by state legisiatures
Appointed by Legislature

Appointed by Executive
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from each state would be based on the state’s population or its wealth. The
'} l legislature would have the power to make laws “in all cases to which the
separate states are incompetent [unable].”

As well as having its own distinct powers, each branch could check
the powers of the other branches in certain circumstances. This system ¢2
“checks and balances” is a2 way of controlling the power of government. As
james Madison said, “All power in human hands is liable to be abused.” Thz
Founders designed the new government to limit that abuse.

Delegates from the small states strongly objected to the Virginia Plax
because it gave more power to states with larger populations. In respons<
to the Virginia Plan, New Jersey delegate William Paterson presented ar
alternative. Like the Articles, the New Jersey Plan called for a singie-housz

‘ congress in which each state had an equal vote. Small states supported the
New Jersey Plamn.

The Great Compromise Emotions ran high as the delegates struggled tc
solve the problem of representation in the legislature. In early July, a com-
mittee led by Roger Sherman and other delegates from Connecticut offerec
a deal known as the Great Compromise. Sherman proposed:

PRIMARY SOURCE

L W& Thatthe proportion of suffrage in the first
) - branch should be according to the respective
numbers of free inhabitants, and that in the
second branch or Senate, each State should have
one vote and no more. 73

—Roger Sherman, June 11, 1787

:}" : MORTHWEST o
: _TERR. A

In other words, to satisfy the smaller states,

LN @ e ] : S each state would have an equal number of votes
P~ O\ﬁg,sf Sk * NumberofSlaves © ©  in the Senate. To satisfy the larger states, repre-
i * et b y g P
] Y A.fw‘ _ ; i sentation in the House of Representatives was
o : 300,000 . .
3.3 o : 1 . set according to state populations. On July 16.
) T i :
. f & R .+ 1787, the convention passed the plan.
; §j§ 50 g oo | P b
S F A e J__ £ . A) PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS Describe the
|} TERR.SOUTH - F e major challenges of the C tion i I
| \§ ¥ oFoHORVER [ | § = jor challeng onvention in creating a
: (\ ot ; gl stronger national government.
: . e e ) " o ‘Ihﬂ Lo

Chalienges Over Siavery

¥) KEY QUESTION How did the Constitutional
Convention compromise over slavery?

Connect Geography &_History

1. Place Which state would have the greatest interest in
having slaves counted as part of their population for

purposes of representation? . Because representation in the House of Represen-
2. Clarify Why did the North and the South have differing ~ tatives would be based on the population of each
opinions on whether or not slaves should be counted as - state, the delegates had to decide who would be

part of a state's population? counted in that population. For example, were

slaves to be counted as part of the population?
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Tue Three-Fifths Compromise Representation based on population raised
=2 question of whether slaves should be counted as people. The Southern
ses had many more slaves than the Northern states. Southerners wanted
slaves to be counted as part of the population for representation but not
-~ taxation. Northemers, whose states had few slaves, argued that slaves
-2 not citizens and should not be counted for representation but should
counted for taxation.
The delegates reached an agreement, known as the Three-Fifths Compromise.
-ee-fifths of the slave population would be counted for both purposes:
~resentadon in the legislature and taxation.

i - . Majority Rule

- “hedelegates had another point of disagreement. Slavery had already been Congess decided to end
Zawed in several Northern states. Many Northerners wanted to see this the importation of Africans
- extended to the rest of the nation. But Southern slaveholders disagreed. ~  after 1808. However, the

slave trade continued in the

delegates from South Carolina and Georgia stated that they would never
slave states.

ot any plan “unless their right to import slaves be untouched.” Again, the
zates settled on a compromise. On August 29, they agreed that Congress
z:d not ban the slave trade until 1808.

Zn September 17, 1787, the delegates passed the Constitution. All but
2 of the 42 delegates present signed the Constitution. It was then sent

pHy

ch state for approval.

' ANALYZE POINT OF VIEW Explain how the Constitutional Convention
-ompromised on the issue of slavery.

— A5 ONLINE QuiZ
action Assessment For test practice, go to

Interactive Review @ Classlonecom

TERMS & NMAMES KEY iDEAS
iain the importance of 3. What was the relationship hetween the Annapalis

S

+ “onstitutional o checks and balances Convention and the Constitutional Convention?
Zonvention » New Jersey Plan 4. Why did the Virginia delegates insist that the new

* =aunders = Great Compromise government have three branches?

» .zmes Madison » executive branch 5. Under the Three-Fifths Compromise, how would each

» wagislative branch  # judicial branch state’s population be decided?

* "'gmla Plan » Three-fifths Compromise CRITICAL THINKING
256 YOUR READING NOTES 6. Analyze Point of View Why did supporters of the

. Semmarize Summarize the important Virginia Plan believe their plan was the best way to
- zzvievements of the Constitution. create a new govemment?

s E— 7 What American political
: -motm {W A%\%g, traditions can be traced back to the Constitutional

wngthe Sfﬂff;?{ﬁ N _‘fﬁ/ Convention?
Creating the 8. &8 Think about the Three-Fifths Compromise.
Constitution Draw a political cartoon that expresses your views

o e } on the issue.
- N el B
™ &Mm@f/

o ]
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